
February 21, 2019 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Redland called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All 

Commissioners were present.  

Chairman Redland asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.   Commissioner 

Jacobson made a motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Hall seconded the 

motion, and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 5th meeting as submitted.  

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Taylor Holzer, Social Services Fiscal Officer, presented bills for approval in the amount of $72,248.54, 

due to not having a quorum at the Social Services meeting on the 14th of February.  Commissioner Hall 

made a motion to approve the Social Services bills as presented.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded 

the motion and all voted in favor.   

A/T Hanson brought forward a letter from the Minnesota Red River Valley Development Association 

stating that the term of Erik Rockstad, Director from Norman County, would expire at the annual 

meeting in March 2019.  They stated that they would welcome him to serve on the board for another 3-

year term.  Donna stated that she had talked with Erik on February 19th, and he had expressed he would 

be willing to continue to serve on the board if the county so desired.  Commissioner Jacobson made a 

motion to appoint Erik Rockstad to the MRRVDA board to serve as a director.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach seconded the motion which was unanimously carried.   

A/T Hanson also brought information before the board with regard to the Presidential Nomination 

Primary (PNP) to make the board aware of how the legislation was written in 2016, and urged the 

commissioners to consider contacting legislators with regard to the legislation and requesting changes 

be made to the legislation for voter privacy concerns as well as reimbursement to counties for 

conducting the primary, and also to urge the legislators to consider making the PNP a mail ballot primary 

with ballots being sent out by the Secretary of State, but then returned to county offices for processing.  

Commissioner Hall suggested they consider this information and possibly send a resolution to Senator 

Eken and Representative Marquart if they could come to a consensus among themselves.   

At 9:35 a.m. Garry Johanson, ESO, gave the board an update on his recent Emergency Management 

Conference held in St Paul, as well as his Governor’s Conference on February 11th at the State Capitol.  

Both conferences were heavy with discussion regarding funding bills for Homeland Security and 

Emergency Management.   

Commissioner Bommersbach then gave highlights from the AMC Legislative Conference that he 

attended in St. Paul.  He noted he had attended a meeting on opiate substance abuse, the Minnesota 

Rural Counties meeting which had a 6-7 rural legislator panel with discussion on county program aid, 

and rural broadband being top items of discussion.  He also attended the Governor’s meeting at the 

Capitol, met with legislators discussing county program aid and landfill issues.   

At 9:55 a.m. Camille Bessler, Court Administrator, updated the board on the audio problems in the court 

room.  Ms. Bessler stated that an audio visual specialist is working with their audio equipment and 

things seem to be improving.  She thanked the board for the window treatments in the court room and 

stated that they also seem to have helped with the reverberation issues.  Camille also noted that they 

will be installing new ITV equipment in the large court room, needing to pull two wires, and requested 

that the county pay this bill up front and then be reimbursed by the state after the project is finished.  

The consensus of the board was that this could be done.   

Chairman Redland called for a short break at 10:00 a.m. 

At 10:10 a.m. Jill Murray, Assessor, approached the board with a request for approval for the Assessor’s 

Office to receive a Wex gas card since they now have a vehicle.   Commissioner Gunderson made a 

motion to approve the Assessor’s Office request for permission to get a Wex gas card.  Commissioner 

Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 10:12 a.m. Jerilyn Swenson, Highway Engineer, presented her agenda.  The first item of discussion 

was the Highway Department server which died late last year.  Ms. Swenson provided the board with 

information regarding purchase of a new server and software for the Highway Department.  After some 



discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach requested that Darren Klimek of Morris Electronics, the 

county’s IT provider, attend the next board meeting to answer some questions with regard to this 

request.   

Bob Ramstad, Supervisor of County Infrastructure, gave the board a maintenance and equipment 

update stating they had a major engine failure on the 2009 motor grader based at the Gary shop.  After 

much discussion regarding options on whether to replace the engine, or purchase a new motor grader 

which Bob explained they really needed this one to finish out the winter, and the option of ordering a 

new motor grader would likely not arrive until late summer, early fall, Commissioner Jacobson made the 

motion to approve replacing the engine with a reconditioned engine at a cost of $23,752.95 along with a 

new cylinder block at a cost of $5,949.35, plus labor to install.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion 

and all voted in favor.   

The next item on Jerilyn’s agenda was a resolution of support from Norman County as the sponsoring 

agency with regard to the City of Ada project using Local Road Improvement Program funds to 

improvement of West Main Street from 7th Avenue West to 210th Avenue.  After some discussion, 

Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt CR 02-21-2019-1 a Resolution of Support from the 

Sponsoring Agency.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution 

was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   

The next item on Ms. Swenson’s agenda was an Agreement Authorization for the Ada to Polk County 

Line Rail Bed Project – Phase II with the State of Minnesota acting through the Commissioner of Natural 

Resources and Norman County for which $146,250 was awarded as a grant with a matching 

requirement of at least $48,750.  After discussion regarding the matching funds, and Ms. Swenson not 

having been notified of receipt of another grant to cover the matching requirement, the board elected 

to table this until a further meeting.   

Next Ms. Swenson was seeking approval for advertising proposals for the Shelly/County Road 3 project.  

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to allow advertising for SAP-054-603-014 & SAP-054-603-

015.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Jerilyn then presented the board with a Request For Proposal which she would like to send out to 

possibly 4 architectural/engineering design contractors, including Michael Burns Architects, and 

Widseth, Smith & Nolting with regard to the proposed highway maintenance facility.  Commissioner 

Jacobson made a motion to approve sending out the RFP.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and 

all voted in favor.   

Ms. Swenson also mentioned the Norman County/Red Lake County sharing agreement for engineering 

services, stating that Red Lake County has hired an individual.   

Galen Cariveau, Human Resources, was attending the meeting and asked if he could speak to that effect.  

Mr. Cariveau presented a letter from Red Lake County requesting a 30-day extension to the agreement 

to allow the candidate to provide a 4 week notice to their employer.  Commissioner Hall made a motion 

to approve a 30 day extension to the Red Lake County agreement for engineering services from 

February 15th to March 15th.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Bob Ramstad then brought forward the idea of a sharing agreement with the City of Ada to use their 

snow blower on a county tractor, as the city currently has no tractor that will power the snow blower.   

Discussion ensued and this was tabled at this time.   

At 10:55 a.m. Lori Thronson, District Manager Norman County Soil & Water Conservation District, 

presented the Memorandum of Agreement for Comprehensive Watershed Management Planning, also 

known as One Watershed, One Plan.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the MOA 

for One Watershed, One Plan.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Lori then addressed the board regarding the resignation of Courtney Habedank from the SWCD and the 

need to appoint Mark Christianson as the County Feedlot Control Officer.  After some discussion, 

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to adopt CR 02-21-2019 -2 Establishing a County Animal 

Feedlot Program and appointing Mark Christianson as the County Feedlot Control Officer.   

Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted 

unanimously.  A copy of this resolution is on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   

At 11:05 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, addressed the board regarding the purchase of the property 

that was acquired by the City of Ada by eminent domain in August 2013, which the county desires to 



acquire in order to expand the existing Highway Department facility and/or build a new facility.  James 

stated that the deed for the purchase of the property is at the office of the Ada City attorney for review.  

James presented a resolution by Public Entity Purchaser for county adoption.  After some discussion, 

Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt CR 02-21-2019-3, a resolution by Public Entity Purchaser 

that the property described in Exhibit A is needed to carry out one of Norman County’s governmental 

programs and Norman County intents to purchase the property for fair market value.  Commissioner 

Jacobson seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of 

this resolution is on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   

A/T Hanson then shared correspondence received from the Northwest Regional Emergency 

Communications Board regarding a proposed bylaw addendum regarding attendance.   This was merely 

informational for the commissioners, especially Commissioners Hall and Gunderson who are 

representatives on this board.   

At 11:17 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH, addressed the board with regard to a service agreement with 

Monitor Productions, Inc of Wyanet, IL to provide a Video Information System consisting of a flat screen 

monitor and necessary media equipment and brackets.  This will allow public outreach for the county as 

well as ongoing community events, etc and will also provide advertising revenue to Monitor 

Productions.   Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the service agreement with 

Monitor Productions, Inc.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Redland asked if the board members had the opportunity to review the bills, Commissioner 

Hall made a motion to approve the bills as presented:   

Revenue - $29,282.25   Road & Bridge - $63,518.31 Public Health - $4,307.26 

Building - $525.59   County Homes - $249.82 TOTAL - $97,883.23 

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.    

Chairman Redland adjourned the meeting at 11:30 a.m.     
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Nathan Redland, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 

 


